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Dear Reader,
VUM Erasmus+ Team is pleased to present to your attention the se-cond issue of VUM Erasmus+ Information Bulletin. We are currently
looking back to the first semester ever at VUM when incoming student
mobilities from Partner Countries outside the EU took place at our university. The Erasmus+ International Credit Mobility projects started in
2015/2016 and VUM was among the first beneficiary universities in Bulgaria to coordinate such projects. Today the Erasmus+ programme
named after the renowned Dutch Renaissance humanist, is a synonym
of mobility, lifelong learning, travel, curiosity, personal growth, multiculturalism, diversity, friendship. We are hopeful that these words summarize also the experiences and learning journeys of all our Erasmus+
incoming students who recently completed their mobility at VUM. To
learn more about their experiences, you are invited to explore and even
contribute to the VUM Erasmus+ blog accessible through the website of
Erasmus+ at VUM.
At the moment, we at VUM Erasmus+ Team are getting ready for the
first summer semester at VUM which is a piloting initiative not only for
VUM but also for Bulgaria as well. Unlike other teaching events organized in the past at various universities across Europe, the upcoming
summer semester at VUM is considered equal to the other two study
semesters at VUM. The only difference is the opportunity to combine
hard studying with a lot of fun and sun enjoyed at the beaches of Varna,
Gol-den Sands and Albena. We hope that in the future the VUM summer semester will turn into a successful endeavor attracting more and
more students from across the world.
VUM Erasmus+ Team

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication reflects the views only of the author, and
the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.
Issue 2, May 2016, Page 1

Erasmus+ Mobilities during Sping Semester 2016

During the spring semester of the academic 2015/2016 year, VUM had the privilege to host incoming student
mobilities from numerous partner universities located both in Programme Countries in the EU and in Partner
Countries in Europe and Asia. The approx. 30 students who arrived in early February 2016 to study with us
represented more than 19 nationalities including Georgia, Armenia, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Moldova, Ukraine, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Russia, Spain, Italy, Portugal, Finland, France and Morocco. The Erasmus+ students at VUM were great ambassadors of their countries and
universities and contributed actively to the cultural diversity and multinational academic environment of VUM.
In addition, they made a huge difference to VUM and its faculty and full-time students by playing key role in
the in-class activities at VUM. All of them have completed successfully their studies at VUM and received a
significant amount of credits between 25 and 30 ECTS.
Universities represented at VUM through their Erasmus+ students in spring 2016:
Armenian National Agrarian University, Armenia

Yerevan State University, Armenia
National Polytechnic Uni of Armenia, Armenia
Belarusian State Economic University, Belarus
ESC Rennes School of business, France
Karelia University of Applied Sciences, Finland
Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, Georgia
University of Macerata, Italy
Philadelphia University, Jordan
KIMEP University, Kazakhstan

D.Serikbayev East-Kazakhstan State Technical University, Kazakhstan
Holy Spirit University of Kaslik, Lebanon
Moldova State University, Moldova
Nova School of Business and Economics, Portugal
Plekhanov Russian University of Economics, Russia
Singidunum University, Serbia
University Complutense of Madrid, Spain
Odessa National Economics University, Ukraine
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The spring semester at VUM spread from early February 2016 to late May 2016. Shortly after the arrival of
the new Erasmus+ students in February, VUM Erasmus+ Team held an Induction Day and get-together
party. During the Induction Day the Erasmus+ students were warmly welcomed by VUM academic community and received detailed and useful information about VUM academic standards, as well as practical arrangements linked to accommodation and everyday life, social life and travel opportunities.
During the spring semester the Erasmus+ students had the unique opportunity to combines studies with
travel and fun. During their free time, they also travelled a lot around Bulgaria, explored the culture and history of Bulgaria and experienced firsthand the Bulgarian hospitality.

Issue 2, May 2016, Page 3

VUM Erasmus+ Blog and Student Experiences
During their stay in Bulgaria, the Erasmus+ students got exposed to countless positive experiences and engaged in numerous adventures. Through the blog incorporated in the
Erasmus+ website of VUM, many of the Erasmus+ students shared photos, reflections,
emotions and fun.You can read below some of the most inspirational posts published.

“The three and half months I have spent in Bulgaria
were really the best and have given me an invaluable
experience that I will never forget. I have learnt so
much about myself and developed in so many ways. I
never thought I would be able to do this on my own,
away from my family but it is by far one of the best
things I have been a part of and I feel proud privileged
to have done it. It has been a memorable experience
and I feel glad to have grabbed the opportunity with
both hands.”
Ahmad Alshashani, Philadelphia University, Jordan

“Erasmus+ is, no doubt, the biggest present life has ever
awarded me with. And it is not only due to amazing people
around, new connections, perspectives, opportunities and
constant stamina. It is also because of the thing that the
Erasmus unites inspired, passionate people eager to build
this world prosperous, kind and generous.
Aryna Lohvina, Belarus State Economic University, Belarus

“I love Bulgaria! I have never encountered a more
beautiful country like this before, and I’ve been seen
some places. Bulgaria is a different story all together.”
Roman Marin, Odessa National Economics University,
Ukraine

“The best thing I liked here is that Erasmus program gathers
people together; we are getting acquainted with a lot of interesting people and make some really important and precious
friends. Also this program allows us to discover a whole new
country with its interesting sights, it helps us to travel and
make some really unforgettable memories.”
-Hayk Karapetyan, Armenian National Agrarian University,
Armenia
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Spice Up the Day!

On 8th April 2016, VUM organized its largest ever international cooking competition called “Spice Up the Day!”.
During the event, Erasmus+ incoming students and VUM full-time students prepared and presented singlehandedly delicious traditional dishes from their national cuisines. They also shared interesting food facts and
numerous recipes. Thanks to their enthusiasm and hard work, the academic community of VUM tasted and
later also assessed meals from Georgia, Belarus, Serbia, Bulgaria, Armenia, Jordan, Lebanon, Moldova, Finland, Italy, Portugal, Spain, India, Pakistan, Morocco and Ukraine. According to the competition rules, all parti
cipants received a generous budget to purchase the necessary ingredients. They were allowed to use the professional kitchen of one of VUM’s restaurants for two whole hours to prepare their meals. Although the atmosphere in the kitchen was very busy, the students had a lot of fun while cooking together their favorite dishes.
They all worked very well in teams and finished on time, despite the challenging competition.
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After the students were done with the cooking, they were invited to display their meals for the guests to enjoy.
Everyone showed amazing presentation skills and talent for cooking. The guests could try any of the meals in
order to pick their favorite. Everyone could enjoy the meals while listening to traditional music from the coun-
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In the end, there was voting to determine the best meals. The winners from the competition were: India
and Pakistan (1st place), Armenia and Lebanon (2nd place) and Italy (3rd place). Although we could say
that everyone that participated in the cooking competition could be considered a winner because of their
hard work, determination and positive attitude. It was a great day which will be remembered by everyone.
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VUM Summer Semester 2016

The VUM summer semester is organized to provide the participating students with the opportunity to develop useful skills and knowledge in the fields of Business, Management and Administration. The summer
semester has a duration of 3 months and will take place between June and September 2016.
Visa
The pre-selected Erasmus+ students are expected to prepare for their Erasmus+ mobility well in advance.
They need to apply for a visa to Bulgaria at least two months prior to the start of their mobility. The cost of
the visa application for Erasmus+ students is 200 Euro. VUM Erasmus+ office provides the necessary
visa invitation letter and accommodation forms to the students. For the visa applications, the students also are required to obtain a medical insurance for Bulgaria covering at least 30 000 Euro. The insurance
has to be valid for the whole period of the planned mobility in Bulgaria.
Learning Agreement
Before the mobility start, a Learning Agreement for Studies is prepared, agreed and signed for each Erasmus+ student. The Learning Agreement for Studies is signed by the student, the sending and the receiving institution. The Learning Agreement for Studies includes all the courses which need to be attended
and completed by the Erasmus+ student, as well as a plan for recognition at the sending institution. A list
of the courses to be offered during the summer semester at VUM is provided below.
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Arrival to Bulgaria
Once the prospective Erasmus+ students have obtained their visa, they can purchase their tickets to Bulgaria. Each student needs to inform the VUM Erasmus+ Office at least one week before his/her arrival. For the convenience of the students, VUM organizes the transfers from Varna airport to the student house at VUM campus in Dobrich where all Erasmus+ students are accommodated.
Accommodation
The VUM student house in Dobrich consists of apartments with two or three bedrooms, shared kitchen and bathroom.
Each bedroom has two or three beds, as well as desks and bookshelves for each student. Upon arrival each student has
to pay 80 Euro security deposit which is refunded to the student in the end of the mobility, if there aren’t any room damages or pending bills. The room prices for the summer semester are 6 Euro per day per one bed in a double room or 9
Euro per single room. The price includes also the costs for internet, water, electricity and gas. The student house is located in the center of Dobrich approximately 10 minutes by walking from the Dobrich campus of VUM.
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CONTACTS
Websites: www.vum.bg
Varna University of Management

http://erasmusplus.vum.bg/
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Email: erasmus@vumk.eu

